DEPARTMENT OPERATIONAL GUIDELINE 

TITLE: Hardin County Fire Department's Junior Firefighter Program 

TO: All Personnel 

DATE: JULY 9,2005 

I. PURPOSE: 

To start a Junior Firefighters program for members of Hardin County ages 15 to 18 years old. This program will allow school age students an ability to learn the skills required to be a firefighter in the fire service. 

II. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION: 

A. HOURS OF OPERATIONS FOR JUNIOR FIREFIGHTERS 

The hOUTS specified by parents or a work permit always supersede the hOUTS listed below: 

· During School Term: No activity while school is in session (during daytime). 

· May attend training and meetings after 7 pm but must be out of the station by 10 pm. 

· During Vacations or school nights: No activity &om 10 pm and 7 am. 

B. ADMINISTRATIVE: 

Each member of Hardin County Fire Department's Junior Firefighter program will have to obtain written permission &om his or her legal guardian. A copy of the permission letter is located in the pack of this department guideline. Each member of this program will have to follow all department rules as outlined within this guideline. The following are general requirements for being a member of this program. 

1. Each new member will be placed on a 90 day probation period. 

2. Training ~ will normally be on Saturday at 11:00 a.m. located 8tWalnut Street Fire Station. This training will normally be once a month and not injunction with regular membership meetings. The training will be outlined on the Junior Firefighters training schedule, which will be published monthly and furnished to all members. 

3. All Junior Firefighters must have a signed permission, &om both parents if possible, on file with the Fire Chief prior to being excepted into the program. 

4. The Junior Firefighter's training will be directly supervised by an authorized member of this department. 

5. All Junior Firefighters shall abide by all federal, state, and departmental rules, regulations, and not been in any trouble with any local police or sheriff's office. 

6. The Hardin County Fire Department has established a limit of 15 junior members. 

7. All Junior Firefighters must complete the department's Junior Orientation Program and Probation. This program includes department procedures, tool usage, apparatus orientation, and command structure. 

8. This operational guideline will be in effect for all department members as to recognize the rules and regulations that govern minors and their safety. 

9. All Junior Firefighters must sign in and sign out on the station's log sheet at the station every time they enter the building. NO EXCEPTIONS! (Walnut Street & District Station) 

10. Only the Fire Chief or his designee may talk to the media. You will refer all questions regarding the fire department or an emergency to the most senior officer on the scene or the Fire Chief. You are expected to represent the fire department in a positive manner. It is not appropriate to discuss internal matters of the department or talk negatively about this department to anyone. 

11. There is a $10:00 insurance fee to be a member of this program. 

ID. 
ACTMTIES OF JUNIOR FIREFIGHTERS 

A. PROIDBITED ACTIVITIES OF JUNIOR FIREFIGHTERS 

The following list is activities which are prohibited by Junior Firefighters under the age of 18. 

· Operating an aerial ladder/platform or hydraulic jack. 

· Operating various types of power driven saws and shears. 

· Using rubber electric gloves, insulated wire cutters, life nets, or acetylene cutting torches. 

· Operating the pumps of any fire vehicle at the scene of an emergency. 

· Driving a fire truck or any other emergency vehicle. 

· Entering a burning structure. 

· Operating high-pressure hose lines (water, air, or hydraulic), except training. 

· Ascending ladders, except training. 

· Operate any aerial device (cranes or hoists), non-automatic elevators, air bags for lifting or winches. 

· Perform operations in tunnels, shafts or trenches (greater than four (4) feet deep). 

· Participate in emergencies at explosives or fireworks plants, retailers, or in support of public safety for 

A public display. 

· Participate in operations with incidents involving paint, acid, or poisons. 

· Participate in operations involving radioactive substances. 

· Rooftop ventilation or any work on top of a roof. 

· Wrecking or demolition including use of acetylene torches, cutting or crushing equipment, or respond to structural collapse incidents. 

· Entry into a hazardous atmosphere. (including training) 

B. PERMITTED ACTIVITIES OF JUNIOR FIREFIGHTERS 

NOTE: Each member must be under the direct supervision and control of the Fire Chief or a trained experienced officer over 21 years of age. Direct supervision means that the officer must be within speaking and touching distance of the junior member. They may: 

· Train in all aspects of fire suppression training except interior live fire extinguishment 

· Water supply training 

· Safety training 

· Wild land firefighting 

· Clean up with the following conditions: 

Must be outside the fire building collapse zone 

Only after the incident is declared under control by Command Must be "on air" if working in a fire area 

Provide canteen service 

· Attacking the fire with hose lines as part of exterior operations 

· Setting ladders 

· Setting up Positive Pressure Ventilation as part of exterior operations 

· Salvage operations 

· Establishing water supply 

Members can participate in above activities only if: 

· They have passed apparatus knowledge, tool knowledge, ladder knowledge, water supply knowledge, and attended fifty percent (50%) of the training session requirements after three- (3) month probation. 

C. PROBATION 

During the probation period, the new member may not respond to calls except during training. Requirements: 

1. Completes 3 months of service 

2. Attend 50 % of all scheduled meetings 

3. Have an understanding of the Hardin County Fire Department Operations and apparatus, 

Accountability, command structure, safety and hydrant operations. 

Failure to complete the probationary requirements will result in a one-time extension of the probationary period. Continued failure to complete the probationary requirements will result in loss of membership. If this happens, a new application must be resubmitted. 

D. DRIVING PERSONAL VEHICLES 

1. All Junior Firefighters must report to the station for all calls. If all apparatus have responded when you arrive at the station, junior members are to stand by at the station until either a senior member of the Hardin County Fire Department drives them to the scene or wait until the department returns from the call to assist in clean-up. 

2. Only members 16 years of age and older that have a valid Tennessee driver's license may drive personal vehicles to the fire station. 

3. At NO time is a Junior Firefighter permitted to use a red light, hazard lights, any type of flashing or blinking light, honk horn, or use any other warning system on any type of motorized vehicle. THEY MUST OBEY ALL TRAFFIC LAWS!! (In route to the station or any other time.) UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES ARE JUNIUR FIREFIGHTERS TO GO DIRECTLY TO THE SCENE OF AN EMERGENCY!!! 

4. All speed limits and traffic laws are to be strictly followed while responding to a call; 

5. The Hardin County Fire Department is in no way responsible or liable for any moving violations or accidents while enroute to or from the station for a call or training. 

6. Failure to abide by the rules will result in a suspension of at least thirty (30) days and possible expulsion from the Fire Department. 

E. RESPONDING TO CALLS ON APPARATUS 

F. Junior Firefighter will obtain verbal permission from the officer or senior member in charge of an apparatus before boarding an apparatus. The officer or senior member must be willing and able to supervise the junior firefighter at all times. 

2. Junior Firefighter, in reverse seniority, shall give up their seat to any senior firefighter upon request. No questions or arguing just get up your seat and wait for the next unit going to the scene. 
3. When riding a piece of apparatus, Junior Firefighters shall sit in the apparatus and under no circumstance stand up. 

4. Junior Firefighters shall remain in the apparatus until given instructions by the officer. 

5. Junior Firefighters shall at no time start, attempt to start or move any piece of fire apparatus (including special unit). 

F. MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS AND MEDICALS 

Junior Firefighters are prohibited from responding or assisting in motor vehicle accidents and medical calls. 

Hardin County Fire Department Explorer Parent/Guardian Permission Form 


Date 
_ 

To: The Hardin County Fire Department 


I, 
give my 

Parent Guardian 


Son daughter 
permission to 

Applicant 

Participate in the Explorers program in Hardin County Fire Dept. 

If he j she is accepted, I understand the requirements and obligations as presented in the Explorers guide. I also understand that he j she will be participating in activities that go along with being an Explorer. 


~ 
u 
----"--------"""--~-- 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please list names and contact numbers (including home, work, pager or cell phone numbers if available) of parent/guardian, and any other relatives, or friends for us to contact in case of an emergency. Please list parent/guardian's name first. 

	NAME 
	HOME PHONE 
	WORK 
	CELL/P AGER 

	
	
	
	(Please Specify) 

	PARENT/GUARDIAN: 
	
	
	


" ast Revised 6/11/03 

Parent Signature                              Date

-----------------------------------       ---------------

Junior Applicant Signature                       Date

----------------------------------------           -----------------

Social Security #: 

Hardin County Fire Department Explorers Program Membership Application 


Name: 

_ 


Address 
~ 


City: _---' 
_ 


Home Phone: 
_ 


State/Zip Code:  
_ 

Work Phone: 


Grade Level of Education: 
_ 


Previous Fire, Rescue, First Aid, and/or Medical Experience: 
_ 

Age: 


Date of Birth: 
_ 

Shirt Size: _---- 


Pant Size: 
_ 


Shoe Size: 
_ 


Drivers License #:~. 
_ 

List all traffic convictions of the last 5 years: 


State Issued: 
_ 

------------------------------------------- .•... 


List any special skills and/or certifications: 
_ 

The information that I have provided on this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge, and I authorize the membership committee to verify this information. Any misrepresentation or deliberate omission of any fact will be justification for refusal into the Hardin County Fire Department Explorer Program or dismissal from the organization. 

Signature of Applicant 

Signature of Junior Member Supervisor 

Parental Consent: 


I hereby give (___________________________________________
) permission to go on fire calls and any other call that the 

Explorers are allowed. Also, I will give permission for my son or daughter to ride in the fire apparatus to and from a call if he/she is needed. My son or daughter is to follow all rules and commands given to hirn or her. 

